
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 18 July 2018 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), D Herbert, M Worthington, M Bishop, J Matts, E Connor, J Jones, C Holifield (Clerk) and five members of the public.
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from L Davis
1.3	Declarations of Interest
None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 June 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

The Chairman asked the members of the public if they wished to speak.  Four stated that they wished just to observe.  Mr Michael Waller introduced himself to the meeting as acting for the owner of Lingles Farm in respect of the submission of the planning application see 6.1 below.  He stated that since the public presentation, the development had been downsized from 16 houses to 13 houses (of which 5 would be affordable 3 bedroomed houses for shared ownership/rent).  He stated that they had tried to achieve a variety of styles to create a street scene in keeping with the village environment. He stated the houses would be built of red brick with grey slate roofing and would have air sourced heat pumps.

Councillors sought further clarification regarding the access, parking facilities, volume of traffic leaving the site, route to be taken by construction traffic, etc.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk stated that the only applicant for the current Councillor vacancy had been invited to attend the meeting as an observer and would indicate whether she wished to be co-opted to the Council at the end of the meeting. The Chairman welcomed her to the meeting. 
4.2	Cllr Connor stated that she and the Clerk had organised a cycle training course with Outspoken for the children of the village to take place on 23 and 24 July 2018.  She stated that she had nine children signed up to do levels 1 and 2 and one younger child to do level 1.  She stated that the total cost would be £456 so as agreed at the last meeting, the Council’s donation would be £228 and the remainder would be collected from the parents.


4.3	The Chairman stated that the outcome of the planning application for the Post Office had not yet been determined but that following conversations with the Post Master it was clear it was his intention to close the Post Office and shop in the near future so that he could retire.  The Chairman stated that the Parish Council may later need to become involved to see what options would be as he felt it was important for the village to retain it’s Post Office and shop if possible.

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Chairman stated that following review of the documents forwarded to Councillors by the Clerk prior to the meeting, it appeared that a decision had already been made to go ahead with two unitary authorities within Northamptonshire from 2020 and that there was nothing that could be done to alter this.  It was likely that Council Tax would increase as a consequence.  It was decided that the Council would not complete the questionnaire but that individual Councillors and residents could do so if they wished.
5.2	The Chairman outlined the proposals for Parish boundary changes put forward by both Teeton and Hollowell and Guilsborough Parish Councils.  
It was unanimously resolved that the Council would agree to the change in boundary between Ravensthorpe and Guilsborough to allow a small parcel of land to be transferred from Ravensthorpe to Guilsborough parish in order that Guilsborough Parish Council may in the near future purchase this land with a view to extending the cemetery which was now full.
With regard to the changes proposed by Teeton and Hollowell, it was resolved that whilst the Council had no problem with the slight realignment proposed at Gullivers Lodge, it would oppose the other changes submitted.
It was further resolved, after discussion, that the Council would request that the boundary between Ravensthorpe and Teeton and Hollowell be changed so that the area of land south of the Teeton Top Road (ie leading up from the reservoir) be included in Ravensthorpe Parish as any future development in this area would affect the view from Ravensthorpe whilst residents of Teeton and Hollowell would be unaffected.
Chairman and Clerk to co-ordinate submission of proposals to DDC by deadline.
5.3	The Council considered the proposal by DDC to introduce enhanced dog control orders within the district.  Cllr Worthington provided details of the Playing Field Committee’s response to the consultation for information purposes.  After discussion, it was resolved that the Council would not wish to adopt powers currently used by the dog warden.  Whilst the Council did not agree with all the proposals put forward, it did support the proposals for dogs to be kept on leads in graveyards and cemeteries, in built-up areas and near to schools.  It also agreed that smoking should be prohibited within children’s play areas.  Clerk to send response to DDC.
5.4	The Clerk confirmed that she had contacted BT regarding the possible refurbishment of the telephone kiosk in Ravensthorpe which was a listed building. She had subsequently provided to BT, on request, photographs and was awaiting details as to what BT’s plan of action would be.
5.5	The Chairman stated that he and Cllr Matts had held an annual staff review with the Clerk prior to the meeting and that no issues had been raised.  The Chairman asked the Council to consider increasing the Clerk’s rate of pay from local government pay spine point 23 to spine point 24 with effect from 1 July 2018.  It was unanimously resolved that her pay should increase.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	DA/2018/0549 – Lingles Farm, West Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe

Demolition of existing commercial buildings.  Construction of 13 dwellings, associated access and landscaping works.

The Parish Council has considered the above application and made the following observations:

1.    The Council is concerned that there is insufficient off street parking;
2     The Council is of the opinion that serious consideration should be given to remove the house that stands alone in the middle of the development (unit 5) and for this space to be used to increase the amount of parking space and to include an amenity space in the development;
3.    The Council would like to see a greater variation of materials being used for the construction of the houses;
4.    The Council believes that the estimation of the amount of traffic leaving the development during peak hours to be substantially unrealistic.  It should be noted that there is no public transport available in Ravensthorpe.


6.2 	Planning Decisions

None

(Three members of the public left the meeting at this point.)

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C Holifield – July salary
	252.70    
	Online

	Mrs C Holifield – Office Expenses
	   30.17
	Online

	Cartridge Save – Printer Cartridge
	8.42
	Online

	E-on Street Light Maintenance (Apr-Jun 18)
	147.83
	001265

	E-on Street Light Electricity (Apr-Jun 18)
	819.69
	001266

	Wave – Allotment Water (March-Jun18)
	18.86
	Direct Debit

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – Hall Hire
	40.03
	Online

	Mrs E Connor – Cycle Training Course Donation
	228.00
	001267

	Stephen Hartwell – Mowing (1 cut)
	480.00
	Online
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7.2	Income Received

The Clerk stated that bank interest of £1.86 had been received

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 30 June 2018.   Balance at bank was £22,471.00

7.4	Approval of changes to bank signatories for NatWest accounts

It was unanimously resolved to add David Herbert and Mary Worthington as authorised signatories in the mandate for the two NatWest bank accounts and to remove Stephen Holt as an authorised signatory.  The current mandate will then continue as amended.  Clerk to action.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	Clerks and Councils Direct July issue – hard copy available
8.2	Correspondence from parishioner re footpath gate in The Hollows – Cllr Herbert agreed to have a look at this and carry out a repair if able to do so and, if not, report back as to the action required at the next meeting.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – No report available.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that all was satisfactory in the allotments apart from a tree overhanging one allotment which might require attention.  Cllr Herbert agreed to have a look to see what could be done.
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that the large pothole on the Coton Road which had been subject to a report to Street Doctor had now been filled.
9.4	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated he had nothing to report.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had nothing to report.
9.6	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington stated that the Village Hall had successfully raised monies doing afternoon teas on the Open Gardens Day.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (19 September 2018 at 8.00 pm)

· Refurbishment of Telephone Box
· Gate at footpath in The Hollows
· Co-option of New Councillor


Meeting closed at 9.25 pm


THESE ARE DRAFT MINUTES SUBJECT TO APPROVAL AT THE NEXT MEETING.
