
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 19 September 2018 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), D Herbert, M Worthington, M Bishop, J Matts, E Connor, C Holifield (Clerk) and one member of the public.
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from J Jones
1.3 Resignation of Cllr Davis.  The Chairman stated that he had received a note from Cllr Davis to say that due to new family and work commitments she wished to resign from the Council.  The Chairman stated he would write to her to thank her for her contribution to the Council whilst she had been a Councillor.  It was agreed that the Clerk would begin the process of finding a new Councillor to fill the vacancy.
1.4 Co-option of New Councillor.  The Chairman welcomed the member of the public, Mrs Hewison, to the meeting and on signing the relevant documentation was invited to sit with the Council.
1.5	Declarations of Interest
The Chairman declared a personal interest in item 6.1, having been Chair of the VDS Steering Group.
Cllr Matts declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item 5.4 relating to the grain lorries.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 18 July 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

See above.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk stated that she had that morning received notification from BT that the photos had now been sent to the Commercial Field Officer with the hope that it would be added to the painting schedule.
4.2	Cllr Connor stated that the cycle training course had been a great success and it was hoped that the Council could consider funding another one in future years.


5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Clerk stated that the Council had been invited to apply for a WW1 Commemorative Bench at a 50% discount (£300) by DDC.  However, the deadline for applying was the following day and the bench would have to be erected on Council land as there was insufficient time to get written confirmation from a third party land owner such as the Church or Highways.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to apply for a bench and to consider siting it on the village green in place of the existing bench and moving this bench to an alternative location, possibly replacing the bench on the West Haddon Road which needed some attention.  Clerk to action.
5.2	Cllr Worthington stated that, during the summer break, she had been concerned at the number of doo poo bags littered about the lanes and Woodland due to inconsiderate dog walkers failing to put them in a bin.  It was agreed that the Council had already provided a number of bins (3 in the playing field and 1 on the Guilsborough Road).  In addition, all normal waste bins could be used to dispose of dog poo bags.  It was unanimously agreed that a further reminder would be put in the Village Link, on the Noticeboard and that the Clerk would investigate the cost of purchasing a new waste bin to be located somewhere near to West Haddon Road.
5.3	The Clerk stated that Guilsborough Parish Council had received a request from a resident to reduce the current speed limit on the stretch of road between Coton and Guilsborough.  Guilsborough PC were sympathetic to the complaint and wished to put the matter forward to the Highways Committee that deals with reductions in speed limits but as part of the road was in Ravensthorpe parish, consent was required from Ravensthorpe PC.  After a brief discussion, it was unanimously resolved that this would be a very sensible option and the Clerk t inform Guilsborough PC that they had the full support of Ravensthorpe PC.
5.4	Cllr Worthington stated that she had received complaints from parishioners living on the High Street in regard to grain lorries travelling at excessive speeds through the village.  Cllr Matts declared an interest but stated that he was aware that all drivers were given written instructions at the beginning of each season in respect of driving through narrow villages such as Ravensthorpe and he felt that it was unlikely that they would be travelling in excess of 30mph and it was their size that gave the impression they were travelling faster than they actually were.  Cllr Matts was asked if he could obtain a copy of the instructions given to drivers to see if anything could be added to help the situation.  With regard to the Paceys lorries, it was felt that they should be directed to use the A5119 rather than use the village as a cut through.  To be added to the agenda for the next meeting to follow up.
5.5	Cllr Herbert stated that, following the complaint from a parishioner, a repair had been done to the footpath gate in The Hollows including adding rubber strips and hopefully this had now solved the problem of it ‘clanging’ shut.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	DA/2018/0549 – Lingles Farm, West Haddon Road, Ravensthorpe

Demolition of existing commercial buildings.  Construction of 13 dwellings, associated access and landscaping works.

The Parish Council considered the above application and opposed the application on the following grounds:

1. The proposed site is outside the existing confines of the village and development would be contrary to policy HS22 of the DDC Local Plan and policy R1 of the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
(The assertion by the developer that the confines of the village are indicated by the map in Annex 2 of the Ravensthorpe Village Design Statement is incorrect. The map in question is intended only to show the variety of agricultural activity around the village.)
1. Previous applications for residential development outside the existing confines of the village have been refused and approval of this application would be inconsistent with previous decisions.
1. The proposed site is not registered as ‘Brownfield Land’ and is still in commercial use which provides employment opportunities within the village. These are considered to be of greater value to the community than any benefit the proposed development might offer.
1. The scale, density and urban nature of the proposed development is inappropriate for a small rural village. The density of the proposed development is greater than any other recent development within the village.
1. The proposed plans provide inadequate off-road parking for the anticipated number of vehicles using the properties. Compliance with Northamptonshire Parking Standards would require an additional eight spaces for visitor parking. None of the planned parking spaces conforms with recommendations for disabled parking space. The tight access would not allow any further on-street parking without obstruction to service and emergency vehicles.
1. The proposed number of properties will generate substantially more traffic to and from the site than the current use and the narrow exit onto West Haddon Road has inadequate visibility splays.
1. Although there is some support for further affordable housing within the village it is questionable whether this is sustainable in view of the lack of public transport serving Ravensthorpe. Contrary to assertions in the developer’s documents local road topography makes alternatives to motor vehicle use impractical with steep hills and lack of footpaths or cycle tracks on all routes around Ravensthorpe.
1. The design, materials and layout of the proposed development do not conform with the recommendations of the Ravensthorpe Village Design Statement. 
1. The nature of the site with only a single limited route of pedestrian access will isolate it from the remainder of the village.

6.2 	Planning Decisions

None

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.



	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C Holifield – August salary
	269.10    
	Online

	Mrs C Holifield – September salary
	   260.80
	Online

	Clerks administration expenses
	46.73
	Online

	HMRC – PAYE (July to Sept 18)
	195.40
	001269

	E-on Street light repair (number 3)
	28.16
	001268

	Stephen Hartwell- Village mowing (1 cut)
	480.00
	Online

	Wave Allotment Water
	15.76
	Direct Debit




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk stated that an annual VAT refund of £1850.06 had been received.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 August 2018.   Balance at bank was £22,303.78.

7.4	Internal Finance Checks

Cllr Worthington stated that she had carried out internal finance checks on transactions from April to July 2018 and all was satisfactory.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	CPRE Countryside Voice – Summer issue – hard copy available

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey provided a written report.  She stated that the mowing again needed to be looked at.  It was agreed that the Clerk would include the pocket park pathways when obtaining quotes for the 3 year mowing contract which was due for renewal in 2019.  In addition, Mrs Peachey stated that volunteers would be welcome for the hay raking on Saturday, 6 October.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that all was satisfactory in the allotments.  Cllr Herbert to look at overhanging tree.
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that he had nothing new to report.
9.4	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated an inspection prior to the strong winds had not indicated any problems. He stated that the TPO DA496/2018 on the oak tree and surrounding hedgerow trees at Lingles Farm had now been confirmed.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had reported a problem with street light number 3 which had now been dealt with and she had recently reported street light number 28 opposite the Village Hall.
9.6	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington stated the Beer Festival had been a great success and whilst the final takings had not been calculated it was hoped that further monies had been raised for the playground project.


10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (17 October 2018 at 8.00 pm)


Meeting closed at 9.25 pm
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