
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 17 October 2018 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), D Herbert, M Worthington, M Bishop, J Matts, J Hewison, J Jones and C Holifield (Clerk).
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from E Connor.
1.3	Declarations of Interest
Cllr Matts declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item 5.2 relating to the grain lorries.

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 September 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of the public present.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk stated that she had yet to receive an update from BT regarding painting the kiosk in Ravensthorpe and should would chase this up for the next meeting.
4.2	The Clerk stated that the statutory vacancy notice for a Parish Councillor had been posted on the noticeboard and she was hoping to hear shortly that the vacancy could be advertised.  It was agreed that a notice would be put in the next edition of the Village Newsletter as well as on the noticeboards.
4.3	The Clerk stated that the Council’s application to Daventry District Council (DDC) for a WW1 Commemorative bench had been successful.  It was agreed that it would be placed initially on the Village Green to replace the existing bench that required repair.  Cllr Matts agreed to collect the bench from Daventry when it was ready for delivery.  It was agreed that the cost of the bench being £360 should come from the balance of the easement monies rather than the precept.
4.4	The Chairman stated that the planning application for Lingles Farm had yet to come before the Planning Committee at DDC for consideration but was likely to do so either this month or in November. 








5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Clerk provided further information regarding the costs involved and the licence required from Highways to put a new waste bin on the verge at the bottom of West Haddon Road.  After consideration, it was agreed that due to the high ongoing maintenance costs that a decision would be deferred, particularly as the situation with discarded dog poo bags had improved.  It was further agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Anglian Water regarding dog poo being left around the reservoir paths. 
5.2	Cllr Worthington stated that she had received further complaints from residents about the speed and size of vehicles coming through the High Street, particularly in the section where the road narrows at the bends.  It appeared that recent reinstatement works to the road following works by Anglian Water had now sunk causing vibrations being felt in properties in the neighbouring area when heavier vehicles passed over this section which may be causing damage to walls.  The Clerk updated the Council with information received from Ian Boyes of Highways in respect of possible solutions.
	After considerable discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would ask a senior member of Highways maintenance team to carry out a site visit attended by Council representative to inspect the inadequate repair work carried out by Anglian Water when they replaced a drain in the High Street.
	It was further agreed that the Clerk would write to Daventry Norse to express the Council’s concerns about the inappropriate speeds that waste bin lorries were travelling through the High Street, particularly early in the morning.
	It was also agreed that the Clerk would contact Ian Boyes with regard to the possibility of putting up advisory 20mph signs in the narrow section of the High Street.
5.3	It was unanimously resolved to continue to pay the annual data protection fee in accordance with the advice given by Northants CALC.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	None

6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2018/0264 – 10 High Street, Ravensthorpe - Change of use of Post Office at front of building to residential

Application withdrawn

DA/2018/0636 – 7 Church Hill, Ravensthorpe – listed building consent for rebuilding of boundary wall using original materials

Listed building consent granted



7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.

	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C Holifield – October salary
	260.80    
	Online

	Mrs C Holifield – Expenses
	   18.00
	Online

	E-on Street light maintenance (July to Sept 18)
	147.83
	001270

	E-on Street light electricity (July to Sept 18)
	832.40
	001271

	Stephen Hartwell- Village mowing (1 cut)
	480.00
	Online

	Daventry District Council – WW1 Bench
	360.00
	001272

	Information Commissioner – Data Protection Fee
	40.00
	Online




7.2	Income Received

The Clerk stated that the second half precept of £8,500 together with bank interest of £1.76 had been received.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 1 October 2018.   Balance at bank was £29,509.59

7.4	Income and Expenditure of 6 months to 1 October 2018

The Clerk had previously circulated the income and expenditure report for the period ended 1 October 2018 and answered queries from Councillors in respect thereof.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	NCALC Update September/October edition – circulated by email

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – no report available
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that there were still problems with overhanging trees from the churchyard.  Cllr Matts stated that the Parochial Church Council were having a tree inspection carried out and would then be instructing a tree surgeon to carry out the necessary works.  Cllr Herbert stated that he had dealt with the overhanging branches that had been reported at the previous meeting.  Hedge still needed cutting but it was hoped that this would be dealt with later in the year by Mr Ellison.  
The Clerk stated that two allotment shares had come available in the month.  These had been offered to the remaining residents on the waiting list.  One had accepted and had been in touch with the existing tenant to make the necessary arrangements to take over half of her allotment and a decision was awaited in respect of the other allotment.  It was agreed that as there were no names left on the waiting list that expressions of interest could be sought.
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts asked the Clerk to report a possible collapsed drain on the Guilsborough Road just before reaching the reservoir on the right-hand side.
9.4	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that no problems had been reported following the strong winds at the weekend.  The Clerk stated that she had received a planning application that afternoon in respect of the removal of Tree Preservation Order at Kildonian, The Hollows.  Cllr Herbert said he would make enquiries and report back if there was a perceived problem.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had reported a problem with a street light outside 39/41 Guilsborough Road.  Cllr Hewison stated that the light on the Green outside the village hall was still out.  Clerk to follow-up although she believed it had been looked at by E-on already and, therefore, likely to require a replacement.
[bookmark: _GoBack]9.6	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington provided an update regarding the purchase of new play equipment for the playground.  She stated that £9,500 had been pledged by DDC to match the £7,500 to be donated by the Parish Council and £2,000 raised by the Committee.  It was now hoped to commence work on the planned first phase as further funds would be required for the second phase.  


10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (21 November 2018 at 8.00 pm)

· Setting precept for 2019/20
· Risk Assessment Policy
· Mowing contract for 2019-21
· Meeting dates for 2019
· Traffic problems on High Street (update)



Meeting closed at 9.20 pm




