
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 21 November 2018 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), D Herbert, M Worthington, M Bishop, J Matts, J Hewison, J Jones, E Connor and C Holifield (Clerk).
1.2 Apologies:  None
1.3	Declarations of Interest: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 [bookmark: _GoBack]The Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 17 October 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

There were no members of the public present.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk stated that she had been advised by BT that the telephone kiosk in Ravensthorpe had been put on the painting schedule for 2019.
4.2	The Chairman stated that, due to delays at the suppliers, the WW1 Commemorative bench ordered by the Council had yet to be delivered to DDC.  It was hoped that it could be collected and installed later in the month.
4.3	The Clerk said that the consultation period for proposed changes to Parish boundaries had ended on 16 November but she had not received any communication regarding the potential changes to the Ravensthorpe boundaries.

5	BUSINESS

5.1	It was unanimously resolved to replace the lantern on street light number 28, opposite the Village Hall.  The Clerk stated that, given the prominent position of this light, she had already informed E-on that approval was likely and to add the repair to their schedule so that the parts could be ordered.
5.2	After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to replace the lantern on street light number 10 in Guilsborough Road but, due to the costs involved, not to replace the existing wooden pole at the present time.
5.3	The response given to the Council by Highways in respect of the problems with heavy goods lorries travelling at excessive speeds through the High Street (previously been circulated to Councillors) was discussed. It appeared from the response that there was little merit in pursuing the idea of a 20mph speed limit through the High Street. The Clerk confirmed that the maintenance section of Highways had made a decision to repair the dip in the road (on the sharp bend) which had resulted from poor reinstatement carried out by Anglian Water.

5.4 	Cllr Hewison asked whether the Council could consider further action In respect of the vehicles (mostly belonging to the garage/MOT station) that were parked on the bend on the High Street outside the garage and on the junction with Chequers Lane.  She said that the parked vehicles significantly reduced visibility for other road users and, in particular pedestrians, often school children. trying to cross the road at this point.  After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Highways to see whether advisory white lines could be painted on the corners of Chequers Close and on the bend outside the garage.
5.5	It was unanimously resolved to approve the updated risk assessment policy which had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.
5.6	The request received from Daventry CAB for a contribution was noted.  It was agreed that the matter would be considered again during the next financial year as a donation had already been made in 2018/19.
5.7	The Clerk stated that Stephen Hartwell had tendered again for the mowing contract.  The rate per cut had increased by just £5 to £405.  He also tendered for mowing the pathways in the Pocket Park at a rate of £60 per cut.  As the Council had been very pleased with the service he had provided, It was unanimously resolved to award him a new contract for 2019-21.
5.8	Cllr Jones outlined the draft budget for 2019/20 which he and the Clerk had prepared which had been previously circulated to Councillors for their perusal.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to increase the Precept to £18,000 for 2019/20.  Final budget attached as an addendum to the minutes.
5.9	It was unanimously resolved that Council meetings would be held in the Village Hall at 8.00 pm on 16 January, 20 February, 20 March, 17 April, 22 May, 19 June, 17 July, 18 September, 16 October and 20 November.  No meetings would be held in August and December. Annual Parish Meeting to be held at 8.00 pm on 17 April.  Clerk to check availability with Village Hall.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	None

6.2 	Planning Decisions

None

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.

	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C Holifield – November salary
	260.80    
	Online

	Mrs C Holifield – Expenses
	   23.99
	Online

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – room hire
	43.20
	001273

	Northants CALC – training course fee
	42.00
	001274




7.2	Income Received

None

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 October 2018.   Balance at bank was £27,370.56.

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	Copy letter from Althorp Estate regarding Parish boundary changes in Harlestone – noted
8.2	Notification of proposed road running race to take place on 21 July 2019 – noted
8.3	Letter from Daventry CAB requesting contribution to their costs for 2019-20 - noted

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – no report available
9.2 	Footpaths – The Clerk stated that John Peachey had advised her that due to personal reasons including moving to Long Buckby he would not longer be able to carry out the role of Footpath Warden.  It was agreed that a notice would be placed in the Village Newsletter to find a suitable volunteer.
9.3 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that all was in order in the allotments.  The Clerk stated that the last remaining person on the waiting list had decided that they no longer wanted an allotment so it was agreed that a notice would be put in the Village Newsletter to see if anyone would wish to be considered in the future.
9.4	Highways – Cllr Matts stated he had nothing new to report but suggested that residents be advised in the Village Newsletter of the reduced gritting schedule.
9.5	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that had nothing new to report.
9.6	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had reported a fault with street light number 5 on the Guilsborough Road and was waiting to receive a quote for a replacement lantern.
9.7	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington stated that she had nothing new to report.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (16 January 2018 at 8.00 pm)

· Parish Councillor vacancy update
· Footpath Warden update
· Repair to Street light no 5, Guilsborough Road



Meeting closed at 9.20 pm




