
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 16 January 2019 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), D Herbert, M Bishop, J Matts, J Hewison, J Jones, C Holifield (Clerk) and one member of the public.
1.2 Apologies:  M Worthington and E Connor
1.3	Declarations of Interest: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 21 November 2018 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

The member of the public present stated he was attending to observe only.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Chairman stated that the bench had now been installed on the Village Green and he wished to thank Cllr Matts on behalf of the Council for his assistance in collecting the bench from DDC and ensuring that it was securely fixed in position.
4.2	The Chairman welcomed Peter Hawkins to the meeting and explained to the Council that Peter had expressed an interest in the Parish Councillor vacancy and was present to observe proceedings.  
4.3	The Chairman stated that Peter Dawes had agreed to take over the position of Footpath Warden from John Peachey.  The Chairman wished to express the Council’s thanks to John for his efforts over a considerable period of years to ensure that the Parish footpaths/bridleways remained in a good state for the benefit of parishioners and others.

5	BUSINESS

[bookmark: _GoBack]5.1	It was unanimously resolved to replace the lantern on street light number 16 at the top of the High Street at a cost of £260 (plus VAT). The Clerk stated that the street light number 5 on the Guilsborough Road had also been replaced over the Christmas period at a cost of £260 (plus VAT) and this was approved.








5.2	The Chairman stated that Ian Boyes of Highways had sent a map of proposed advisory white lines that could be painted on the High Street on the bend outside the garage and on the corner of the High Street/Chequers Lane (circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting).  The cost was confirmed at £200 (plus VAT) with the works to be carried out in the Spring if agreed by the Council.  After considerable discussion, it was resolved by majority vote that the Council should request that Highways paint the white lines in the hope that it would prevent parking on the bend which was causing visibility problems for drivers but more importantly for pedestrians (school children) trying to cross the High Street at this point
5.3	It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should accept the contract to mow the Highways Verges in 2019/20 for a grant of £515.75.  Clerk to complete and return necessary documentation.
5.4 	The Chairman updated that Council with the news that the Village Shop and Post Office would be closing in March.  He stated that it was extremely unlikely that these services would be continued by anyone else.  However, a volunteer had agreed to take over the distribution of newspapers for the village with a collection point at the Village Hall.  Parish Council to consider providing assistance if required.  The Chairman also stated that he had been informed that several parishioners were minded to organise a function in appreciation of the service that David and Sue McDermott had provided to the village for the past 20 years.
5.5	The Precept amount for 2019/20 was agreed at £18,000 and the Chairman and the Clerk signed the request form to be sent to DDC.
5.6	A letter received from Barby Parish Council, circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting by the Chairman, in respect of the proposed reform to the Councils in Northamptonshire was discussed.  It was agreed that Councillors could provide their own responses to the consultation but that the Chairman would respond on behalf of the Parish Council stating that Ravensthorpe Parish Council would not wish to see Northampton Borough Council being included in the proposed Unitary Authority with South Northants District Council and Daventry District Council and that instead three unitary authorities be formed for Northamptonshire with Northampton town having a separate authority.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	None

6.2 	Planning Decisions

None

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.



	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C Holifield – December/January salary
	521.60    
	Online

	Mrs C Holifield – Administration Expenses
	   42.96
	Online

	HMRC PAYE (Oct-Dec 18)
	195.60
	001275

	E-on - Street Light Electricity (Oct-Dec 18)
	832.40
	001276

	WAVE – Allotment Water
	16.03
	Direct Debit

	E-on – Street Light Replacements (5,10 and 28)
	1152.00
	001277

	E-on – Street Light Maintenance (Oct-Dec 18)
	147.83
	001278




7.2	Income Received

Annual Pit Rents of £105 and Highways Verge Cutting Grant for 2018/19 season of £515.75.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 December 2018.   Balance at bank was £27,523.27

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	Clerks and Councils Direct January issue – hard copy available.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Mrs Peachey reported that all was satisfactory in the Pocket Park although water level in the pond was low.  She stated that coppicing would take place on 23 February 2019 at 10.00 am.  All volunteers welcome.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that all was in order in the allotments apart from overhanging branches from the churchyard which Cllr Matts said would be dealt with by the PCC.  The Clerk stated that she had had no interest following the notice in the Village Newsletter looking for potential new allotment tenants.  There was currently a half share in an allotment available and she had put a notice in the board to see if anyone was interested.
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts stated he had reported a problem with a sunken drain on Guilsborough Road opposite Little Lane to Street Doctor.  The Clerk agreed to report a possible blocked drain at the top of the High Street.  The Chairman stated that he would like to enquire why Anglian Water lock the gates to the Reservoir car park on the Hollowell Road as this caused congestion problems on the narrow lane with walkers, etc, parking outside when visiting the reservoir..  Clerk to write to Anglian Water to see if they could keep the gate open during winter months.
9.4	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that he had noticed that a large branch needed to be removed from a lime tree outside 35/37 Guilsborough Road as it was no longer attached to the tree.  It was agreed that the householders should be informed as it represented a possible safety hazard and it would be up to them to take action as the tree was not the responsibility of the Council.  Cllr Herbert to action.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had recently received notification from NCALC of a forthcoming Street Light Workshop to take place in March should any Councillor wish to attend.
9.6	Village Hall/Playing Field – In the absence of Cllr Worthington there was no report.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (20 February 2019 at 8.00 pm)

· Co-option of New Councillor


Meeting closed at 8.50 pm




