
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 
Wednesday, 20 March 2019 at 8.00 pm


1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: R Marsh (Chairman), M Bishop, J Matts, J Hewison, M Worthington,
E Connor, J Jones, D Herbert (arrived 8.35 pm) C Holifield (Clerk) and one member of the public.
1.2 Apologies: P Hawkins
1.3	Declarations of Interest: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 February 2019 were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

3   PUBLIC TIME

The member of public was welcomed to the meeting and invited to speak but she stated she had recently moved to Ravensthorpe and just wished to observe the meeting.

4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Clerk stated that she was still waiting for a response from Anglian Water as to why it was decided to lock the gate to the reservoir picnic car park on the Hollowell Road in the winter months.  

5	BUSINESS

5.1	The Clerk stated that the Parish Noticeboard in the High Street was in need of some refurbishment as the locks were becoming difficult to operate and the woodwork required a coat of varnish.  It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk should contact Mr Reader to see if he could have a look and provide a quote for the work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]5.2	It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk should release the previously agreed £7,500 grant to the Playing Field Committee from the easement monies.  Alan Worthington had confirmed that work on installing new playground equipment and carrying out repairs to existing apparatus was due to start imminently.  Clerk to liaise with Alan and transfer the funds whey were required to pay the supplier.
5.3	Cllr Worthington stated that following a discussion with Mrs Hudson who had previously been responsible for organising trips using the DACT transport scheme it appeared that the membership, paid for by the Parish Council, had not been utilised for a number of years. The Clerk stated that the last use of the service had been confirmed as being in July 2016.  As such, it was unanimously agreed that the membership would not be renewed unless someone from the Parish came forward to organise trips.  At that time, membership could be renewed.
5.4	The Clerk stated that Stephen Hartwell had contacted her recently (email circulated to Councillors) to request an additional £30 per cut to cover the time taken to put out signage in accordance with Highways specifications which he stated had changed from previous years.  After discussion, it was unanimously resolved to offer Mr Hartwell an additional £5 per cut (£50 per annum) to cover the costs of putting up appropriate signage at each road entrance to the village whilst he was undertaking mowing.
5.5	Following receipt of the notice from DDC announcing a review of Polling Stations, it was unanimously resolved that the current polling station used ie Ravensthorpe Village Hall was perfectly satisfactory.  Clerk to notify Elections Office.
5.6	The Clerk stated that she had been approached by the Great Annual Savings Group who had offered to review whether a cheaper deal could be organised in respect of street light electricity.  It was unanimously resolved that the Clerk could provide the requisite information to see what, if any, savings could be made.  To be reviewed as and when a response received.
5.7	It was unanimously resolved that the format of the Annual Parish Meeting due to take place in the Village Hall on Wednesday, 17 April 2019 at 8.00 pm should remain the same as in previous years.  Clerk to invite local organisations to present a short report on their activities during the past year.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	DA/2019/0150 – 29 Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe
	Works to tree subject to Tree Preservation Order DA102

	No Observations

6.2 	Planning Decisions

DA/2019/0025 – 25 Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe
Works to tree subject to Tree Preservation Order DA102

Permission granted

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.


	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C Holifield – March salary
	260.80    
	Online

	Mrs C Holifield – Administration Expenses
	   23.67
	Online

	HMRC – PAYE (Jan to March 2019)
	195.60
	001279

	E-On – Street Light Repair (number 16)
	312.00
	001280

	NCC – White lines to be painted on High Street
	240.00
	001281

	Nick Ellison – Gardening of Bank on Village Green
	100.00
	001282

	Ann Moss – Cleaning Bus Shelter
	75.00
	001283

	WAVE – Allotment Water
	55.16
	Direct Debit




7.2	Income Received

Allotment Rents totalling £370.00

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 1 March 2019   Balance at bank was £24,598.36

8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

8.1	Review of Polling Stations – email from Elections Office, DDC.
8.2	Review of Street Lighting electricity prices – email from Great Annual Savings Group.

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – No report available.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bishop stated that all was in order in the allotments.   The Clerk stated that someone had come forward to share an allotment following the advertisements that had been placed and she had put him in touch with the tenant.
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that repairs had been carried out to potholes that had been reported.
9.4	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that following the recent high winds there were a couple of branches that required attention outside 41 Guilsborough Road and he had reported these to Street Doctor.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated she had received no new reports of faulty lights.
9.6	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthing stated that the improvement works to the playground were scheduled to commence on 20 May 2019.  
She stated that a brass band/quiz night was being organised in the Village Hall for 31 May 2019.  The Committee were hoping to have more live music gigs to try and attract younger residents of the village.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (17 April 2019 at 7.00 pm)

Meeting closed at 8.45 pm




