
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD AT RAVENSTHORPE VILLAGE HALL ON 
Wednesday, 19 February 2020 at 8.00 pm



1   OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1 Present: Cllr R Marsh (Chairman), Cllr D Herbert, Cllr J Matts, Cllr J Hewison, Cllr J Jones, Cllr K Bazini, Cllr M Worthington, Mrs C Holifield (Clerk) and 8 members of the public
1.2 Apologies:  Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Hawkins and Connor.
1.3 Declarations of Interest:
Personal: None
Personal and Prejudicial: None

2    MINUTES

2.1 The Minutes of the ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 15 January 2020 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

3   PUBLIC TIME

Catherine Laxton of Anglian Water introduced herself and the 6 members of the project team she had brought with her to provide further details of the new Pumping Station resilience scheme on the Teeton Road which was subject to planning application DA/2019/0992.  Following a presentation by various members of the team in respect of the legal requirement by OFWAT for the project to be undertaken to ensure that the 12,800 households served by Ravensthorpe reservoir would always have a clean water supply, Catherine stated that Anglian Water were very apologetic that they had not consulted with the Parish Council prior to submitting the application to Daventry District Council and starting work on the project.  As such, it was now difficult to make any changes as suggested by the Parish Council but they would endeavour to enhance the landscaping to make the building less visible.  Councillors asked that Anglian Water took immediate steps to improve the hazardous situations being caused on the Teeton Road due to the excavation works taking place and Catherine agreed that this would be done.
The Chairman thanked the members of the team for answering questions and stated that the matter would be considered by the Council under item 4.1 (below).

The 7 members of the Anglian Water team left the meeting at this point.
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4.	MATTERS ARISING

4.1	The Chairman gave details of the site visits that had taken place and a brief discussion took place.  However, it was resolved that the observations made at the January meeting (as minuted) would remain unaltered and that the matter would have to progress to a Planning Committee meeting (probably in March) and a member of the Council should be available to speak.

4.2	The Chairman stated that he had prepared a short article for inclusion in the next Village Newsletter advising residents of the forthcoming Parish Councillor elections.  It was agreed that the Clerk would make herself available to take completed application forms to the Elections Office at DDC at a date and time to be arranged.  Further details to be confirmed at the March meeting.

5	BUSINESS

5.1	Consideration and appointment of Councillor(s) to take responsibility for battery charging/changing and downloading of data from new mobile speed awareness device
	The Chairman stated that the device had been installed on the Teeton Road and had initially worked as anticipated.  However, after less than a week the battery had required changing.  He stated that he had agreed that the battery and associated cables etc were to be kept in the Village Hall Storeroom as this would be accessible as the Hall was open every morning.  Cllr Herbert stated that he had downloaded one complete day’s data and this showed that a significant percentage of traffic was travelling above the 30mph speed limit.

	Cllr Herbert agreed that he would continue to monitor the data provided and this could be reviewed at the next Council meeting and should also be an agenda item for the Annual Parish Meeting.

	It was further resolved to defer payment of the purchase invoice in order to ensure that the short timescale for operating the device with the first battery was simply due to the fact that this battery was not fully charged when it had been installed by TWM.  

5.2	Consideration of any further action to be taken in respect of complaint made to DDC about Norse refuse lorries speeding through Ravensthorpe
	The Clerk stated that although she had chased Customer Services at DDC to find out what response had been received from Norse regarding the speeding refuse lorries, she had received no reply.  Clerk to chase directly with Norse as the problem is continuing.

5.3	Consideration of donation request of £200 from Daventry Citizens Advice Bureau
A request had been made by Daventry CAB for a £200 donation towards the cost of the telephone bill.  It was resolved to donate £50 to the Daventry CAB.  Cheque to be raised for approval at March meeting.
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5.4	Consideration and setting of date for Annual Village Litter Pick
	It was resolved that the annual Village Litter Pick would take place on Saturday, 14 March 2020.  Volunteers to meet outside the Village Hall at 10.00 am.  The Chairman agreed he would co-ordinate this event.  

5.5	Consideration of approach by Post Office who are looking at possibility of setting up a post office service in a suitable venue in the Village for 2 hours per week
The Clerk explained that she had been approached by the Post Office who were looking at the feasibility of a local Post Master (Crick) offering a mobile post office service for 2 hours per week if a suitable ‘free of charge’ venue could be provided in the village.  The Chairman stated that he had spoken to the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee and that, in principle, the Village Hall could be made available.  Councillors agreed that this initiative should be fully supported.  Clerk to see what further information was required by the Post Office.

6	PLANNING

6.1   	Planning applications

	None	

6.2 	Planning Decisions
	
	None

7         FINANCE

7.1 	Payments

The following invoices/items were approved by the Council for payment.

	Payee
	Amount
£
	Cheque Number

	Mrs C Holifield – Clerk’s February salary
	272.20
	Online

	Clerk’s Administration Expenses 
	26.61
	Online

	Ravensthorpe Village Hall – room hire
	43.20
	Online

	SSE Swalec – Street Light electricity (Jan 20)
	258.56
	Direct Debit




7.2	Income Received

Annual pit rents totalling £105.

7.3	Balances at Bank

The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation statement for the period ended 31 January 2020.  Balance at bank was £21.989.17 of which £6,568.81 is the balance of the easement monies.
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8 	CORRESPONDENCE (for information only)

· NCALC Update – Jan/Feb 2020 – circulated by email
· NCALC Membership survey for Councillors – circulated by email
· West Northamptonshire Strategic Land Availability Assessment Methodology – Technical Consultation Document – circulated by email

9 	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 	Pocket Park – Ruth Rolls most recent report had previously been circulated to Councillors by email.
9.2 	Allotments – Cllr Bazini stated she had not yet visited the allotments but would provide her written report to the Clerk after the weekend.  
9.3	Highways – Cllr Matts stated that some drain covers had been replaced in the Parish but had nothing further to report.  Clerk stated that Highways had scheduled action to cut back vegetation in the High Street opposite the Village Hall but had not given a date for this work to be carried out.
[bookmark: _GoBack]9.4	Trees – Cllr Herbert stated that he had inspected damage caused following the recent storms and had cleared a few branches to the sides of the road.  It was noted that the larger branches that had fallen on the West Haddon Road had already been dealt with.
9.5	Street Lights – The Clerk stated that she had received no new reports of faults and Cllr Jones stated that the lantern for street light number 38 in The Lane, Coton had now been replaced.
9.6	Village Hall/Playing Field – Cllr Worthington stated that Adam Gooch had now taken on the Chairmanship of the Playing Field committee.  Volunteers still urgently required even if they didn’t want to become committee members.

10	ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING’S AGENDA (18 March 2020 at 8.00 pm)

· Norse Bin Lorries speeding through Ravensthorpe
· Review of Data from Speed Awareness Device
· Clerk’s annual salary review
· Potential Post Office Service
· Parish council elections

Meeting closed at 9.25 pm.
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