RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on Wednesday 16th March 2011

1.     OPENING PROCEDURES:

1.1   PRESENT: R Alibone, J Humphrey, J Jones, S Pasley-Tyler (Chairman), R Spring, 
        M Worthington, J Matts (8.05) and 4 members of the public

1.2   APOLOGIES: B Ball, S Holt

        In the chairman’s absence S Pasley-Tyler, the vice chairman took the chair.

1.3   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   Personal - none
   Personal and Prejudicial - none
        2.1   MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 16th February 2011 were agreed

                and signed as correct by the chairman

3.    MATTERS ARISING

3.1  Verge Mowing  - R Spring reported that he was meeting with the contractor on Monday.

       There may be problems with the rough ground and brambles on the verge at Coton.  

       J Jones suggested that a sturdier machine may have to be hired to initially clear the

       ground.
4.    PUBLIC TIME

       Members of the public voiced there concerns regarding parking in Chequers Lane.  They 

       reported that it was becoming increasingly more difficult to get on and of their drives due

       to parking by pub customers and other businesses.  Concerns were raised regarding

       access for emergency vehicles.  Photos were also produced. See 5.3
5.    BUSINESS

5.1  Ravensthorpe United Charities – appointment of a Trustee – 3 volunteers had come

       forward.  After discussion M Worthington proposed, R Alibone seconded that L Holt 
       should be asked to take up the position as she was the first to come forward.  Put to the 
       vote – it was agreed unanimously. 

      5.2  Churchyard Trees -  Report for Churchyard Trees + quote for work required.  C Spokes 
             had produced a report advising that two of the four trees ‘had major dead wood in the 
             canopy overhanging the  graveyard that will become a problem in the future.’  He  

             recommended  ‘to dead wood and reduce the limbs over the graveyard.’  He further 
             submitted a quote for £500 to undertake this work.  After discussion it was agreed to get 
             further quotes and advise the church as these trees are on its’ land.  It was agreed that 
             church should instigate this work and the parish council would give a donation for half 
             the cost. 
5.3   Parking in Chequers Lane – see public time.  After lengthy discussion it was agreed that J Matt should approach the landlord of the pub and ask for a poster be put up asking customers to use the car park.  He will also speak with the garage owner as it seems some of his cars are parked in the lane during the day.  Yellow lines, residents putting notes on park cars and putting something in the newsletter were also discussed.  It was agreed that a note should be put in the newsletter and the clerk would contact the highways engineer.
5.4  DDC - New Tree Preservation Orders have been passed for trees in the garden of
       Kildonan.  Information only. 
5.4  West Northants Joint Core Strategy – Pre-submission Representation Period 17th Feb – 31st March -  papers in circulation – it was agreed not to respond as there was nothing of concern for Ravensthorpe
5.5  Northamptonshire ACRE – user survey – it was agreed that as this body had not been used this year not to respond.
5.6  APM – Items for agenda – Parking in the Village
5.7  Ravensthorpe village hall – change in hire charges from June 2011 hourly charges to go up from £6 per hour to £8.
5.8  Effectiveness of Internal Control – The council has been informed by NCALCA that

       the requirement for councils to annually review the effectiveness of their internal audit 

       controls is to be removed from April 2011, although their advice is to continue to do so.  

       The clerk and chairman have reviewed the Terms of Reference and recommend the 

       council re-adopt these now and adopt a new Risk Assessment Policy at the April

       meeting, this will run alongside the terms of reference, (to be circulated before the 

       meeting) .  It was unanimously agreed to adopt the Terms of Reference which were duly 

       signed by the chairman.
5.9  Cleaning and Maintenance of Bus Shelter – the clerk advised that Dianne Tillyer has 
       resigned from the post.  She will carry on until a replacement is found.  She felt that the 
       shelter would benefit from some tidying up.  R Spring offered to have a look at it.  Clerk 
       to contact Dianne to find out what time she put in and exactly what she did as the council 
       felt that the money for doing the work may have to be raised.  To be discussed again in 
       April.
5.10 Street Lighting – the clerk admitted defeat in finding other suppliers willing to supply 
        unmetered electricity.
5.11 HMRC - Employment status of Parish Council – councils have been advised that they 
        should have a PAYE system in place.  The clerk has looked into this and due to being 
        such a small council and the clerk’s own circumstances Ravensthorpe do not need to 
        comply.
6.    PLANNING - none
7.    FINANCE

7.1  IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS with the exception of the 
       Smith and Derby one – clerk first to check with the church whether they should have 
       received the bill, as the council were not aware that this work was being done, and the 
       original agreement was to pay for the annual maintenance only.


E Peachey
           Clerk Salary Jan-Mar 2011  £523.53






Expenses – Stamps 2.46 H&L 25.00       550.99
                     Dianne Tillyer            Bus shelter Cleaning 010/11                     60.00 Act 1953 S4
                     R Giles                     Gardening The Banks 10/11                      80.00



Rav Village Hall       Rent for PC meetings Jan/March 2011      25.50



Eon      

maintenance qtr ending 30th June due

                                                      To previous cheque not being presented 144.75


          Smith and Derby      Repair to Church Clock                                33.60

TOTAL









£894.84








   





         











7.2   Received 
Mr Rathbone pit rent £43

Big Lottery Fund for pocket park £397   

7.3   BALANCES AT BANK 
 £5548.00

8.    CORRESPONDENCE - none
9.    COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1  Pocket Park – Vehicular Gateway – needs urgent attention now
9.2  Allotments – all looking neat and well worked
9.3  Highways – no report
10.  LEAFLETS and CORRESPONDENCE not needing attention
11. Items for next month’s Agenda

The meeting closed at 9.15pm
