RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on Wednesday 19th January 2011 at 8.00pm

1.     OPENING PROCEDURES:

1.1   PRESENT: R Alibone, B Ball, S Holt (chairman), J Humphrey, J Jones, J Matts, 

        S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring, M Worthington
1.2   APOLOGIES:

1.3   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 
   Personal - None
   Personal and Prejudicial - None
2.1   THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 17th November 2010 were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman

                2.2   THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on 10th January 2011 were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman.

3.     MATTERS ARISING 

4.     PUBLIC TIME – there were no members of public present
5.     BUSINESS

5.1   Street Lighting – J Matts to contact Nick Roberts. He suggested that there should be a delay in the fuses being taken out and it should be done in March.  A company had approached the clerk regarding the change of electricity suppliers but they could not find a company willing to take on an unmetered supply account.  Clerk to contact NALC again.
5.2   Boundary Trees – John Matts will chase up the tree surgeon - again.
5.3   Maintenance of Village Website – R Spring said that the information on this is still not being updated on a regular basis and expressed concerns that the parish council information was not being posted in time for meetings.  It was queried as to whether the PC could update its’ own information.  S Holt said that he would speak to Martin
5.4   Verge Mowing – Coton – the contractor said that he could not cut the tract of verge in question as the hedge cutter had left the cuttings on the ground.  The area therefore needs clearing.  J Matts suggested that a hedge flail trimmer could be used to turn it into mulch.  J Jones to look into this.
5.5   The Royal British Legion – Great Poppy Weekend – in circulation – copy to Village Hall Committee.
5.6   Victim Support – Appeal for funds – after discussion it was agreed to send a donation of £25.
5.7   The Naseby Battlefield Project - appeal for support of planning application to build a Visitor Centre and Museum.  The Council agreed that it could not possibly support an application for which it had not seen the plans – it was agreed that it was out of the planning remit.
5.8   NCC – Parish Satisfaction Questionnaire – S Holt to fill this in 
5.9   NCC – Royal Wedding Street Party – to be circulated
5.10 DACT - Travel Club Promotion – to be circulated if felt of interest to put on agenda for next month.
5.11 DDC - Dog Control Orders – Consultation – emailed to councillors – this was discussed in depth and it was agreed that the Parish Council did not have any particular concerns.  The Playing Field Committee had passed on its concerns regarding dogs on the playing field.  It was finally agreed that S Holt would liaise with Barry Langford (playing field chairman) with regards to a response.
6.     PLANNING – there were no planning matters
        It had previously been mentioned to a councillor that  building work was being undertaken in the village without planning permission.  A councillor had investigated this and that this was not the case.  The question was then raised as to whether the council wished to be ‘planning police’.  Discussion ensued and it was finally agreed that there is a planning process to be followed.  If anything was brought to the councils’ attention a view should be taken on a case by case basis.
        Glebe Land – although the council has not been officially advised – M Worthing told the council that the plans had been turned down as ‘not fit for development’.

7.    FINANCE

7.1  IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE  FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS 

                David Grainger 

Village Mowing Aug - Nov



1266.06


      Smith of Derby

Church Clock – Service



  200.93


      E Peachey 

Clerk Salary October - Dec         £523.53

                                                      Expenses – Stamps/stationary       87.04        

     







Heat and Light                      25.00            635.57

                C Giles


Expenses re Pocket Park



      7.00


      e.on


Street Lighting Maintenance to Dec 2010
  144.75

    Victim Support

Donation (see minute 5.6)



    25.00


        TOTAL









         £2279.31

7.2   BALANCES AT BANK 
 £8155.98

8.    CORRESPONDENCE

8.1  Daventry District Council – Parish Housing Needs Survey - circulation
8.2  NCALC – 2010 – 2013 (Parish Partnerships) - circulate
8.3  DDC  -‘ Adoption’ of Assets by DDC New Policy – now adopted
8.4  NCC – Trading Standards Approved Trader Scheme – this is to be dropped
9.     COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1   Pocket Park – in good order.  R Spring advised that a meadow mower can be hired for £67+vat per day
9.2   Allotments – in good order – awaiting tree surgeon
9.3   Highways -  Speedwatch has bee approved for another year, Ravensthorpe will now be linked with East Haddon for easier exchange of camera.  The police will be putting vans in Guilsborough Road to monitor speeding traffic.  B Balls again stressed that more volunteers were required to help with Speedwatch.  To advertise in newsletter.
10.   LEAFLETS and CORRESPONDENCE – to be circulated
         Northants 50+ Network

         NRHA – Annual Report

         Village Viewpoint

         Clerks and Councils Direct

         Local Works

11.   Items for next month’s Agenda        
         Coton Mowing
The meeting closed at 9.20pm
