RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on Wednesday 16th February 2011

1.     OPENING PROCEDURES:

1.1   PRESENT: R Alibone, S Holt (chairman), J Jones, S Pasley-Tyler, R Spring and 3 members of the public
1.2   APOLOGIES: B Ball, J Humphrey, J Matts, M Worthington, C Boardman (CC)
1.3   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   Personal  
   Personal and Prejudicial - S Pasley-Tyler – planning application DA/2011/0069
2.1   MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 19th January 2011 were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman.
3.     MATTERS ARISING 

 3.1  Verge Mowing Coton – J Jones reported that he had spoken with to a hedge contractor  and the verge has been tidied up.  Jonathon has also cleared out a lot of the obvious dead wood. He suggested that D Grainger should check to see if he can now run his mower over the area.  Roger said that he would get the mowing map finished and then walk the area with D Grainger.
3.2   Grass Verges, Church Hill – S Holt advised that he had spoken with the people having the work done and was assured that the contractor will make the area good when they have finished the work.  The problem of parking was raised – after discussion it was agreed that this will only be short term so an eye will be kept on it.

4.     PUBLIC TIME

        Shirley Blakelock, a trustee for Ravensthorpe United Charities told the meeting that Dennis Patrick, who has been a trustee for 36 years has retired.  She advised that a new Trustee needs to be appointed and the parish council has to do this.  She explained that 6 trustees were required – she also intends to retire in two years time.  The Trustees meet once a year and the charity owns 4 fields which are rented out bringing in an income of £1500 – this is distributed annually to senior citizens and students who apply.  It was agreed that the post of Trustee should be advertised in the newsletter for interested people to apply to the clerk – to be discussed at the next meeting.
5.     BUSINESS

5.1   Street Lighting – the switching off of the lights is to be put on hold.  J Matts has still got to chase up Nick.  The clerk advised that she had heard from NCALC regarding suppliers of unmetered supplies and is looking into it.
5.2   Boundary Trees – M Fitch has still not been in touch.  The clerk has asked another tree surgeon to look at the trees.  He is insured to make a report although under his insurance terms he cannot charge for the report.  It is hoped to have the report for the next meeting.
5.3   Maintenance of Village Website – S Holt has spoken with Martin who has managed to transfer the address of the website to a company that hosts ‘community websites’.  This will enable a number of people to get involved.  Martin hopes that different clubs etc will take on the job of updating their areas.  S Holt and the clerk now have access to enable the minutes etc to be added and kept up to date.  Martin has also said that when he gets a few people interested he will give an hours’ training.
        5.4   Parish Plans – a letter was received from ACRE giving the background to Parish Plans – these are now going to be called Neighbourhood Plans – to understand this fully we are waiting for the legislation to come through in the summer.  – paper to be circulated
         5.5   Village Litter Pick - it was agreed that this should take place on Sat 26th March from 10.30am.  Clerk to put notice on board and newsletter.
5.6   NCALC Update Jan/Feb + Training guides 2011 – to be circulated
5.7   Northamptonshire Best Village competition – it was agreed not to enter this
5.8   Dog Order Control – consultation.  The chairman advised that he had emailed Paul Knight (DDC) the comments made by the Playing Field Committee feed back had been received. The Authorized Officer would be from the District Council as would the Intelligence lead patrols.
6.    PLANNING

6.1  Planning Applications

    DA/2011/0069 Two storey extension to rear of property to include glazed first floor atrium

    and ground floor conservatory.  The Cottage, Coton

      No Observations
6.2 Planning Permissions

       DA/2010/1014  External Chimney Stack.  8 Church Gardens, Ravensthorpe

6.3 Planning Refusals

       DA/2010/0774 Outline application for construction of two detached dwellings.  Ravensthorpe 

       Glebe, The Hollow
7.    FINANCE

7.1  IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS


e.on


Street lighting electricity to 31st Dec
452.70



Anglian Water
Allotments Nov 10 – Feb 11

  20.76



The Mower Shop
Chainsaw + parts and fuel


243.03



The Mower Shop     Chainsaw Hemet



  41.20 
        TOTAL








         £757.69

7.2   BALANCES AT BANK 
 £6305.67

8.    CORRESPONDENCE

8.1  Victim Support – letter thanking council for donation
9.     COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1  Pocket Park – the bottom hinge pin has again become dislodged and the gate now swings entirely on its upper hinge.  It was noted that this gate was not used by the public.
        There is money left from the lottery funding to purchase some bulbs – Coton Manor Gardens are also donating some bluebell bulbs.  Cliff and Glynn have carried out some coppicing.
9.2   Allotments – a report was not available
9.3   Highways – there was no report
10.   LEAFLETS and CORRESPONDENCE not needing attention
11.   Items for next month’s Agenda        
        Date of APM and April meeting - due to the way the Easter break falls – to be held on April 13th.

The meeting finished at 9.07pm
