RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on 18th May 2011
1.      OPENING PROCEDURES

1.1    ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: R Spring proposed and M Worthington seconded S Holt, there being  
   no other nominations S Holt was duly elected chairman.  He then signed the declaration of

   acceptance and took the chair.
1.2    ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN: R Spring proposed S Pasley-Tyler, M Worthington seconded  
   the motion, there being no further nominations S Pasley-Tyler was duly elected.
1.3    APOLOGIES: J Matts, S Pasley-Tyler
1.4    PRESENT: R Alibone, B Ball, S Holt (Chairman), J Humphrey, J Jones, R Spring, M Worthington
   and 3 members of the public.
1.5    DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

         Personal - none
         Personal and Prejudicial - none
1.6    ADOPTION OF Standing Orders – these were duly adopted in their present form
1.7    The  following APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES were made:
          Responsible Financial Officer- E Peachey, Clerk
          Internal Checkers – J Jones and S Holt
          Bank Signatories – E Peachey, J Matts, J Jones and S Holt
          Planning Co-ordinator – M Worthington
          Grass Cutting Officer – R Spring
          Highways Officer – B Ball
          Tree Warden – 
          Village Hall Representative – R Spring
          Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator – Ian Baverstock
          Footpath Warden – Mo Cobbe
          Pocket Park Co-ordinator C Giles
1.8   SEATS - maintenance

        East Haddon Road

        Teeton Road

        West Haddon Road

        Coton Road

        C Giles has kindly undertaken to look after these.
2  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 13th April 2011 were agreed and signed 
  as correct by the chairman.
3.    THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Wednesday 4th May 2011 were

       agreed and signed as correct by the chairman.
4.    MATTERS ARISING – there were no matters arising
5.    PUBLIC TIME a member of the public showed the meeting photographs of cars parked in his street.
6.    BUSINESS

6.8  It was agreed to bring forward item 6.8 as this was why the public were present.  The chairman

reported that he had met with Catherine Boardman (NCC), Nick Gore (Community Liaison Officer – Highways) and Ian Boyes (Highway Engineer).  S Holt had explained the situation to them with regards to parking in Chequers Lane
and the difficulties reported by three residents in getting out of their drives.  The engineer did observe that the bottom of the lane was quite narrow but where the properties concerned were, at the top, the lane was wider. The Highways representatives felt that the situation did not require any action to be taken by them, and that the solution lay within the community, with both residents and local businesses trying to encourage considerate parking. If residents in villages felt parking immediately in front of their properties was a problem, they could apply for access lines to be painted across the entrance to their driveways. In summing up Highways are not minded to do anything. 
6.1  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting – to be looked at the next meeting
6.2  Matters arising from the APM: Footpaths – Mary told the meeting that she had spoken with Mo regarding putting maps of these on the website.  Mo would be happy to have her details on there too. It was agreed that this should be done but needs looking into further with regard to copyright etc.
6.3 Cleaning of the Bus Shelter – one person had replied to the advertisement – a teenager is interested and his mother said that she is willing to keep an eye on him.  It was agreed that he should be given the job.
6.4  Parish Council Insurance – R Alibone had looked at both policies and advised that the Aviva policy was very good with increased public liability and fidelity cover, the annual payment would be £675.26 as oppose to AON at £879.39 and a three year contract would bring it down to £641.50 in the first year.  It was agreed to go ahead after checking with the insurers about the cost of adding on the recently bought tools for the pocket park.
6.5  Internal Audit Report – the auditor has confirmed that, once again, that he found the audit to be in order with a good audit trail and comprehensive minutes in place.  He did bring up with the clerk that she was not being paid the recommended hours for the size of village.  Councillors will look at this for consideration next month.
6.6 Annual Return for year ending 31st March 2011 – Section 1 – Account Statements – these were

  approved by the council and signed by the chairman.  Section 2 – Annual Governance Statement – 
  this was gone through, agreed and signed by the chairman and clerk.
6.7 Updating of Clerks’ Computer – the clerk advised that the office system she was on was out of

date software and she was finding it difficult to pick up attachments from the County and District Councils who are on a more advanced system.  After discussion it was unanimously agreed that she should update the system at a cost of £74.99 + VAT.
6.8   Parking in the Village – see above
6.9   Emailing of Agendas – the clerk advised that it was in order to do this provided signed agendas

        were placed on the notice board, most councillors agreed to this – some hard copies to be brought

        to the meeting.
6.10 NCC – Proposed changes to Public Transport and Bus Subsidies – info emailed – Mary and Roger

        had attended a meeting and R Spring reported that under the proposed changes, Ravensthorpe

        would lose the 96 bus and the Tuesday and Friday service completely.  ‘Demand Responsive
        Transport’ can be booked in advance. This scheme has been piloted in another area for some time

        and works very well.  The nearest drop of points, are East Haddon and Long Buckby to then go on

        to Daventry/Rugby.  Demand for transport from Ravensthorpe is too low.  After discussion it was

        agreed that R Spring and M Worthington should put together a response  regarding concerns of  

        lack of a regular bus service and the impact this would have on a minority of people.  Also to ask  

        for feedback on how it is working.– response to be attached to minutes.  Notice to go on  

        noticeboard advising parishioners of these changes and how they can respond.
6.11 NCC – Mobile Library routes – the clerk reported that the mobile library service is to be dropped

        from Ravensthorpe.  She reported that she contacted NCC and was told that all regular users of the

        service had been contacted - only two responded both saying that they could manage without it.


6.12 DDC – Parish and Town Council Meeting – Thurs 16th June at 6.30 in council Chamber – S Holt to

       attend.
7.   PLANNING

7.1 PLANNING APPLICATIONS

.     DA/2011/0312 Demolition of garage and utility area.  Construction of single side and rear   

      extension.  57 High Street Ravensthorpe

      No Observations
7.2 Planning Enquiry – Kildonan – S Holt said that he had received an enquiry from the owner of Kildonan with regards to the “building line” within the village, as DDC had advised the owner of their opinion that it lay outside the existing confines of the village. The clerk and the chairman had made further enquiries and it was confirmed by DDC that this was the case, as a DDC-initiated exercise to define village planning boundaries some years ago had never been completed. This is a restricted development village and as such development can only be undertaken within the existing confines of the village. 
8.   FINANCE

8.1   IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS 
      

e.on

 
Street Lighting Maintenance to 31March

147.83



e.on

 
Street Lighting supplies to 31 March

            462.03



Cliff Giles
 
Expenses – Pocket Park



    1.75



St Denys PCC  
Donation for work to trees in churchyard                   250.00



Broker Network Ltd    PC Insurance
 




641.50                    
           TOTAL 







          1503.11
        PAYMENTS RECEIVED 




NCC – Mowing year ending March 2011

586.89 

            



Allotment Rents




  80.00



DDC half year precept


         4,500.00

        BALANCES AT THE BANK   £9613

10.  COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

       Allotments – in good order – the tree work has now been carried out
       Pocket Park – all in good order – the annual assessment has also been carried out – no problems
       Highways – The speeding signs are still up
11.   CORRESPONDENCE

        DDC – Renewable Energy - noticeboard
12.   LEAFLETS AND CORRESPONDENCE for information purposes only

        Clerks and Councils Direct - circulation
13.   Items for next month’s Agenda

        Verge Coton
        Clerks’ salary

 The meeting closed at 10.05pm
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