RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on Wednesday 21st September 2011

1.     OPENING PROCEDURES:
1.1   PRESENT: S Holt (chairman), J Humphrey, J Matts, R Spring, M Worthington
1.2   APOLOGIES: B Ball, J Jones, S Pasley-Tyler
1.3   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
   Personal - none
   Personal and Prejudicial none

2.1   THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 20th July  2011 were agreed and 
2.2   THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Tuesday 7th August 2011
         were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman
2.3   THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Tuesday 13th September 
         2011 were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman

3.     MATTERS ARISING
3.1   Street Lighting – J Matt advised that this will be attended to shortly
3.2    Footpath routes – these were going to be tested before being put on the website 

4.     PUBLIC TIME – there were no members of the public present

5.     BUSINESS
5.1   Resignation of Councillor Alibone – Roz had handed in her resignation due to leaving  the 
        village – it was agreed that the vacancy should be advertised immediately with the intention of
        co-opting a new councillor at the next meeting.
5.2   External Audit for 2010/11 – the papers had been received – the only comment being,  ‘The
        Restatement of Fixed Assets’.   This was  to advise readers of the accounts of the  new policy
        changes.  Information to be put on notice board.
5.3   Village Hall – A Donation of £1000 was requested to  help with  improvements  to the kitchen
        – it is hoped that any money raised will be match funded.  After discussion it was agreed that  
        a sum of £1000 would be raised in the precept for  the next financial year  –  if the committee
        requires the money earlier it could be taken out of reserves. 
5.4   DDC – Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places – it was agreed  that the village hall was
        the most sensible place to have a polling station.  The query regarding disability access is
        now resolved with the new improvements – clerk to advise DDC
5.5   NALC – Proposals for the future of the planning framework – emailed – defer to next meeting
5.6   High Street Sign – A new sign is required as the old one had been attached to the village
        hall.  The clerk advised that this is already being handled by DDC
5.7   Directional Sign for Village Hall Car Park R Spring said that the VH Committee has now
        improved the car park and is doing its best to ensure that there is no parking on the pavement
        – a sign would help with this.  The clerk advised that she had already contacted NCC and
        they are going to order one
5.8   Northampton ACRE – Town and Village Survey 2011 – S Holt will fill this in
5.9   Disabled Access – Top Ardles Wood – R Spring advised that there are two parishioners with
        mobility scooters who like to use the wood.  The only access is through the playing field.  The
        path leading from the field to the wood has a dangerous camber which needs levelling and
        the path needs widening.  After discussion it was agreed that the first contact should be the
        Woodland Trust.  Clerk to contact them.  R Spring said that he would be willing to meet with a
        representative alongside one of the scooter users.
5.10 Clean Neighbourhoods and Environmental Act 2000.  Invitation for representations on –
       The introduction of Dog Control Orders – consultation 21st Sept – 18th Oct. S Holt advised that
        the council had already responded to this and felt that there was no need to further respond.
5.11 Speedwatch – In B Ball’s absence S Holt advised that police support is being withdrawn and
        it was not known what support, if any would remain.  Concerns were raised that to continue
       speedwatch without any backing form the police might be pointless – more volunteers would
        be needed. – To put on agenda for next month
5.12 Low Carbon Planning – Friday 28th Oct 2011 - noted
5.13 East Midlands Councils – Associate Membership – Introductory Offer – it was agreed not to
        take up this offer
5.14 Northamptonshire Police Authority – Have Your Say – the chairman told the meeting that
        he didn’t feel it was right that the PC should fill in a questionnaire like this on behalf of the
        whole village.  The clerk to contact them asking why the survey is not available on-line, this
        would enable individuals to respond.  Place on noticeboard.
5.15 Offgrid – a letter advising of the intention of seeking planning permission to install a single
        wind turbine at Covert Farm East Haddon  After discussion it was agreed to ask to be kept
        informed.

6.    PLANNING  
6.1  PLANNING PERMISSIONS - noted
       DA/2011/0554 First floor side extension over existing kitchen.  49 High Street, Ravensthorpe

       DA/2011/0582 Demolition of lean-to and construction of two storey side extension.  6
       Bettycroft, Ravensthorpe

6.2   PLANNING APPEAL DECISION
        APP/Y2810/A/11/2148363 – Ravensthorpe Glebe, The Hollow, Ravensthorpe
        The appeal is allowed and planning permission is granted for the erection of two detached dwellings.

7.     FINANCE
7.1   IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS 
      		e.on 			Street lighting, energy bill			  463.13
		Anglian Water	Water for allotments			  	    19.94
		David Grainger	Grass cutting Verges/Churchyard		1293.00
		Village Hall		Rent for PC Meetings Apr/May/Sept	    36.00
		E Peachey		Clerk Salary/back pay and expenses
					July/Sept 634.28 back pay 110.75
					H&L £25 Expenses 9.84			  779.87
                     C Giles		expenses for Pocket Park			    29.44
		BDO LLP		External Audit Fee				  162.00	
       TOTAL								                    £2783.38				   												
7.3   BALANCES AT BANK 	 £7550.88

8.     CORRESPONDENCE
8.1   Parish Lighting Services – an offer of a service to help manage lighting more efficiently – it
        was agreed not to accept

9.     COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS
9.1   Pocket Park – Vehicular Gate has dropped – J Matt said he would look at it
9.2   Allotments – in good order the Ash tree previously reported is being monitored by the
        allotment holder
9.3   Highways – nothing to report

10.    LEAFLETS and CORRESPONDENCE  - noted
10.1  Clerks & Councillors Direct
10.2   NCC – Community Speed Watch
10.3   Royal Horticultural Society – Britain in Bloom 

11.    Items for next month’s Agenda
          Parish Grass Mowing Contract
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