RAVENSTHORPE  PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on Wednesday 20th January 2010

1.     OPENING PROCEDURES:

1.1   PRESENT: S Holt (Chairman), J Humphrey, J Jones, J Matts, R Spring and 6 members of the public
1.2   APOLOGIES: B Ball, P Foss, S Pasley-Tyler, M Worthington
1.3   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

   Personal - none
   Personal and Prejudicial -none
2.1   THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 18th November 2009 were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman.

2.2   THE MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING held on Wednesday 9th December 2009 were agreed and signed as correct by the chairman.
3.     MATTERS ARISING

3.1   Dog Bins – the district council has advised that it will not be emptying any new dog bins

        installed in the district. After discussion it was agreed that the clerk should source other

        contractors and get some prices.
4.    PUBLIC TIME – a member of the public referred to item 5.8 on the agenda with reference to an article in the Chronicle and Echo.  He had checked the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit website to discover that within the “Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment” a “suitable*, available and achievable” site had been found in Ravensthorpe on which could be built 759 properties - a time scale of 8 years for completion was also suggested.  
The chairman advised the meeting that, following a recent conversation with the landowner concerned, his understanding was that a significant error had occurred and that the site shown should not have been included in the Assessment and the landowner confirmed that the potential area for development was the road frontage only. After further views from the floor the chairman said that he would contact the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit to investigate further.
5.     BUSINESS

5.1   Adoption of Emergency Plan – emailed to all councillors – councillors had all seen this

        and B Ball had suggested a few minor alterations; it was agreed that this should be done and then  the plan can be adopted at the next meeting.
5.2  Training Statement – in circulation – After discussion it was agreed not to adopt this as

        being such a small council it was felt that when training opportunities arose and councillors

        or clerk wished to attend they were able to do so anyway.
5.3    Street Lighting – the clerk advised that if the council were to go ahead with the installation

        of solar dial time clocks the maintenance charge per lamp would increase from £12.24 to 
        £24.60.  If another contractor was used to install them eon would still carry out the    maintenance but it might cost more as there would be no guarantee with the time clocks.  If N Roberts were to carry out the work he would need several certificates and licences and compliance would be very costly.  The clerk then told the meeting that she had been advised of a European Union directive meaning that the present lamps used for street lighting will be phased out so the council will have to consider the costs of replacing these with new lanterns which will cost in the region of £250 each.  After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that the original plan to cut the lighting after midnight should be shelved and a long term view should be taken with the budgeting and
        installation of these required lanterns.  It was further agreed that J Matts should look at the
                
feasibility of having fewer lamps in the village by reducing, where possible the number of concrete poles. 
                
J Matts agreed to put together a plan which can then be put forward to the Parish Meeting in April.
5.4   Parish Grass Mowing 2009 – A letter received advising that a payment of £567.38 would be remitted to the council.  The council only received £553.54 the clerk is chasing this.
5.5  Parish Grass Mowing 2010 – 136 Agreement – it was agreed that the council would continue to carry out the grass cutting.
5.6   Northampton ACRE – Town and Village Services Survey – S Holt and M Worthington will complete this.
5.7   Scott Fowler – Ravensthorpe Play Area a letter was received confirming that the Transfer of the Play Area has now been completed.  An invoice was also received for £350.  The clerk advised that the Housing Association covered most of the legal costs but would not pay for the work connected with the Land Registry.
5.8   West Northampton Joint Planning Unit – the Parish Council had been advised of the publication of a Draft Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment by the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit (JPU). This was discussed with reference to the public input and the error that appeared to have been made by the inclusion of the site (Ref DDC 124). The chairman reiterated that he would contact the JPU as soon as possible for clarification and that any relevant information would be placed on the notice board and the village website. 

[Explanatory Note – The West Northamptonshire JPU should NOT be confused with the WNDC (West Northants Development Corporation). The JPU is responsible to a number of elected councillors from Daventry District Council, Northampton Borough Council and South Northamptonshire Council.

The SHLAA section of the JPU website states that the Assessment is “a technical site assessment” which “has NOT taken into account, nor applied, any policy considerations”.]

5.9   NCC – Parish Satisfaction Questionnaire – S Holt and B Ball will look at this
5.10 CPRE – Northamptonshire’s Stop the Drop Campaign -2010 – it was agreed that a date for the annual litter pick would be arranged at the next meeting.
5.11 NCALC – Update – to be circulated
6.     PLANNING 

6.1   PLANNING APPLICATIONS
        LISTED BUILDING CONSENT

        DA/2009/0969 Listed Building Consent for reinforcement of timber beam.  Manor Farm

        Cottage, 2 Guilsborough Road

        No Observations
        DA/2009/0865 – Additional information – information only

        PLANNING PERMISSION

        DA/2009/0865 Erection of Class 7MOT test station.  Ravensthorpe Service Station, 5 High  

                               Street
         Particular reference was made to condition 6 - ‘The parking spaces shown on approved    drawing DRH.82409.3 shall only be used for the parking of customer and staff vehicles.   They shall not be used for the display of motor cars, or other vehicles for sale, or for  outside storage, without the prior written permission of the Planning Authority.’ 

       
Whilst not fully meeting the Parish Council’s concerns over increased parking on a narrow and well-used section of road with a single pavement, it was agreed that it did at least address the issue and that an eye should be kept on this.
7.    FINANCE

7.1  It was AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS 



e.on


Lighting Maintenance

  
  141.67



David Grainger
Mowing of verges etc 5 cuts

1239.13



Scott Fowler

Play Area Searches and Land 






Registry Fee



 
  350.00



E Peachey

Clerk Salary and Expenses 523.53









   25.00









   37.25
  585.78


TOTAL








2316.58









7.2  Received    
Pit Rent 


  25.00




NCC (Mowing)

553.54




Bank Interest     

    1.25




Pit Rent


  43.00
7.3  BALANCES AT BANK 
 £5834.42

8.   CORRESPONDENCE

8.1 DDC – Standards for England Annual Assembly 2009 – information only
9.   COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS

9.1 Pocket Park – all in order
9.2 Allotments – all in order
9.3 Highways – Report by B Ball see attached appendices 1
B.Ball’s recommendations were agreed by the meeting.
10.   LEAFLETS – all to be circulated
        My County Council

        Victim Support Annual Review

         Wildlife Trusts – Training Workshops

        NALC – It Takes All Sorts

        Northants 50+ Network

        Village Viewpoint

        emda news

        Northants Rural Housing Association – Annual Report

        Clerks and Councils Direct

        Time for Action on Climate Change

11.  Items for next month’s Agenda
        Emergency Plan
        Date For Litter Pick

The meeting closed at 9.58pm
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As mentioned at the Council meeting on November 18“‘, an electronic vehicle-
activated speed sign was temporarily installed on the village green at the junction
of Church Hill and High Street. It would have been preferable to have the
equipment sited closer to the entry into the village, either in Teeton Road or in
Guilsborough Road but there were no suitable posts available to mount the
apparatus. John McQuade has suggested that application should be made to
Northamptonshire County Council for the installation of suitable posts at the
optimum positions near the entry points into the village. If you agree in principle
to this, will you also agree that if Brenda identifies the ideal sites and coordinates
this information with Liz that the written application to NCC can be made?

Brenda has obtained further traffic survey reports resulting from the ‘sleeping
policeman’ monitor that was installed for various periods during 2009 and shee
will present these in a combined spreadsheet for ease of comparison at the next
meeting.

It has not been possible to effectively monitor the traffic through Coton in this way
due to lack of suitable sites and facilities for mounting the equipment so John
McQuade has suggested that we apply to the NCC for 30mph ‘roundels’ to be
painted on the road surface at the commencement points of the speed limit. This
could be done in conjunction with the posts mentioned in Point One.
Ravensthorpe has been selected to participate in Community Speed Watch for a
further year. We shall have use of the equipment on alternate weeks between
June 27" and August 8™ but more volunteers will be needed to run it effectively. A
training session has been provisionally arranged for Saturday June 19" at the
Northamptonshire Safety Camera Team HQ to train any new team members. This
training is essential, not only to meet insurance and Health& Safety requirements,
but also to familiarize team members in using the equipment involved.

The Speed Watch support plan will include:-

- 3 periods of road safety signage

- Vehicle-activated electronic signs (once the new posts to mount them have
been erected.
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