RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on Wednesday 19th October 2011

1.     OPENING PROCEDURES:
1.1   PRESENT: S Holt (chairman), J Humphrey, J Jones, J Matts (8.10), R Spring, Pasley-Tyler,  
        M Worthington
1.2   APOLOGIES:  B Ball
1.3   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
  Personal - none
  Personal and Prejudicial - none

2.1   THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 21st September 2011 were agreed and
        signed as correct by the chairman

3.     MATTERS ARISING
3.1   Mowing – Contract – clerk will be seeking quotes in the next few weeks.  R Spring advised that since
        he had met with the contractor and drawn up a new map he is very happy with the standard of work. 
3.2   Disabled Access at Top Ardles Wood – R Spring told the meeting that he is meeting with Chris
        William (Woodland Trust) and a wheelchair user on the 1st November to discuss access.
3.3   High Street Sign – this has now been erected

4.     PUBLIC TIME – there were no members of public present

5.     BUSINESS
5.1   Co-option of new Councillor – this has been advertised and the election office has advised that co
        option can now take place. A notice has been placed on the notice board and councillors have been
        speaking to likely candidates but as yet no one has come forward.  It was agreed that the position
        should be advertised in the newsletter – chairman to draft something.
5.2  NALC – Proposals for the future of the planning framework  - both M Worthington and S Holt have
       looked at this and advised that the council should respond to the ‘Neighbourhood Plan’.  J Matts had
       spoken with councillors form other villages and advised that if a local authority has no planning view
       there is a danger that more housing than the parish would like could be built.  The parish council need
       a policy to stop unwanted planning.  S Holt advised that DDC has responded by flagging up several
       concerns.  ‘Renewable Energy’ such as wind turbines also has to be considered.  After further
       discussion it was suggested that Ravensthorpe should get together with neighbouring villages. 
       Spratton, Teeton and Hollowell are already doing this.  East Haddon, West Haddon and Guilsborough
       were suggested.  A Front Runner Scheme is in place where finance is available to assist District
       Councils to help out communities.  It was agreed that M Worthington should contact Richard Woods
       at Daventry and register an interest asking to be kept informed.
5.3  Speedwatch – although discontinued, the village could still borrow the camera.  It was agreed that this
       would be a waste of time without support from the police.  Flashing Speed Signs were suggested as
       an alternative option.  It was thought that local communities had to fund these – clerk to check.  It was
       agreed that the speed information signs attached to posts should be taken down now and used again
       in a few months’ time.
5.4  Precept Items
       Village Hall – request of £1000
       Election £1000
5.5  Local Government Boundary Commission –Electoral Review of Daventry: Final Recommendations
       DDC have requested that there should be 36 councillors with changes to 3 member wards. 
       Ravensthorpe will be a 1 member ward
5.6  SLCC – Certificate in Local Council Administration – it was agreed that this was not necessary at the
        moment.
5.7  NCALC Update Sept-October - circulated
5.8  Fire Safety for Village Hall – Sat 19th November 11.30am – it was agreed that R Spring would be the
       councils’ representative.
5.10 Buses in Ravensthorpe and DACT Travel Club – people are struggling with the changes to the
        buses and it had been suggested that the DACT mini buses could be used by the village.  For example
        – weekly shopping trip to Northampton.  The clerk has contacted DACT and the parish council could 
        join paying an annual fee of £25, a six hour hire would be a further £31 plus fuel.  Groups in the village
        could then book the bus for outings.  After discussion it was agreed that the clerk should contact the
[bookmark: _GoBack]        WI and L Hudson to see what interest there might be.  It was also agreed to give the County Connect
        Service time to bed in and then put a questionnaire out.
5.11 Police – Contact phone numbers – a letter advising that as from 17th October there is a new national    
       telephone number to access police for non-emergency issues.  The number is 101

6.    PLANNING  
       DA/2011/0760 Alterations associated with subdivision of house into two dwellings (revisions
       to approved scheme DA/2006/0966).  Erection of garden shed, bin stores, 2 metre high
       garden wall (part retrospective).  Ivydene 25 High  street, Ravensthorpe
       No Observations

       DA/2011/0769 Work to trees subject of a Tree Preservation Order.  Playing Field, Teeton 
       Road Ravensthorpe
       No Observations

7.     FINANCE
7.1   IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS 
        		e.on 			Street lighting maintenance quarterly		            147.83
		Smith of Derby Ltd	Maintenance of Church Clock			211.20	
				
            TOTAL								                      £359.03			   												
7.2   Monies Received  Daventry District Council ½  year precept £4,500

7.3   BALANCES AT BANK 	 £9,268

8.     CORRESPONDENCE
8.1   NCC – Northamptonshire Flood Fair - circulation
8.2   Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Beacons -circulation
8.3   CPRE – How to respond to planning applications – M Worthington

9.     COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS
9.1   Pocket Park – in good order still awaiting repair to gate.  The mowing and raking has now been
        carried out.
9.2   Allotments – all in good order
9.3   Highways – nothing to report

10.    LEAFLETS and CORRESPONDENCE 
         Your Winter Well Being - circulation

11.    Items for next month’s Agenda
         Date of next meeting - It was agreed that the next meeting should be held on Thursday 30th
         November 


