RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 15th February 2012
1 Opening Procedures

1.1 Present:  S. Holt (Chairman), M. Worthington, J. Humphrey, S. Pasley- Tyler, R. Spring, R. Marsh.

1.2 Apologies:  J. Matts, B. Ball, J. Jones
1.3 Declarations of Interest:

Personal - none

Personal and prejudicial – none
2.1 Minutes  - the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 18th January 2012 were agreed and signed as correct by the Chairman.

3 Matters arising:
 
3.1 PCSO Funding – 2 letters received, from NCC and Police Authority, acknowledging receipt of letter sent by PC in support of maintaining funding – put into circulation.
3.2 Repairs to bus shelter – guttering done, thanks to John Peachey.  Slate roof to be looked at in better weather.  Facia boards may also need repainting.
3.3 Parking – in Chequers Lane. The clerk had received an anonymous telephone complaint from a local resident regarding inconsiderate parking and the lack of street lighting at corner of Chequers Lane and the High Street which the complainant considered dangerous.
3.4 Bus Service – Nick Small (NCC) had been contacted by R. Spring regarding complaints about quality of service, raised during January’s PC meeting.  NS said delays were caused by multiple bookings of bus, and that 2 new minibuses were to be added to try to help situation.  Difficult to publicise service to increase take up of service, although leaflets are now available locally. R. Spring also felt that the demand for DACT services had increased.

NS was keen to help formulate a survey questionnaire and receive feedback, and had also mentioned that NCC were talking to school groups.

Ways of improving awareness within the village were discussed – possibly sending out leaflets with village newsletter or PC members to deliver, or inviting NCC representative to talk to groups in village, senior citizens, WI etc.
Could also put any relevant information on the Village Website for reference? 
R. Spring to follow up.
4 Public Time: 
No members of public present.
5 Business

5.1 Car Park at reservoir - the gate is locked as no wardens are in place during the winter. The gate should be open again on 26th February, although the website does state that the parking is only there for those licensed to use the reservoir.  Concerns were expressed about the possibility that parking could be charged for as at Pitsford, and that parking adjacent to the car park was causing possible obstructions and damage to verges. Item to be carried forward to next meeting.
5.2 Hedge Cutting – Causeway – the hedge has been cut, but not very enthusiastically! R.Marsh reported that J. Matts has agreed to chase this up with Anglian Water.  To be followed up at next meeting.
5.3 Vehicle Activated Signs – information will go into circulation for all to look at.  Cost per sign would be in the range of £2,500 - £3,500 including installation.  Now there is no SpeedWatch, it is a possible consideration for the future.  Village agreement would be required as it would need additional funding.  
5.4 Street Lighting – energy saving - letter to go into circulation from EON who will retro fit energy saving lamps or timed lights – they claim a 35 – 50% saving.  Generally felt to be a good idea, to look at for next month’s meeting.  S Holt to contact EON to discuss possible energy saving would be and how much it would cost to change the Village’s mercury lights as this is not stated on the letter.
NCC have new contract with Balfour Beatty, and are offering to check whether they can get us a better deal for maintenance contract with them.  S Holt to ask for further information on costs  for a basic maintenance service and and a gradual replacement service.

5.5 Lamp in Chequers Lane – an anonymous complaint has been noted as above.
5.6 Northamptonshire Acre – new bulk buying scheme for domestic fuel.  Letter to go into circulation.
5.7 amec – Planning Application Winwick Wind Farm – letter with a CD containing supplementary information has been received and will go into circulation. Public enquiry due to start on 20th March. 

R. Marsh asked about application for turbine at top of Long Lane. Despite the application being within the East Haddon parish, it was felt that there should be consultation with Ravensthorpe PC on the application when it was lodged. It was agreed to keep a check on the planning website.
5.8 Letter from resident - shrubs and trees on The Bank  - resident has cut back from their side, but is asking for clarification regarding responsibility for trees and shrubs on The Bank.  The Clerk has checked this and found that the trees are on the residents’ property and therefore their responsibility.  The shrubs are on The Bank and will be trimmed during the usual maintenance. The Clerk will reply in writing. 
5.9 NCALC – update Jan/Feb  - put into circulation.

5.10 Local Government Boundary Commission – an electoral review of Northamptonshire County Council is to be held and local views are being sought. A poster supplied by LGBCE will be put on the notice board, and S.Holt was asked to contact County Councillor Catherine Boardman for her view of the implications form the village of the proposed reduction in the number of NCC Councillors.
6 Planning

6.1 Planning Applications

DA/2011/0998(Amended) Demolition of existing single storey dwelling and construction of two story dwelling.  Woodslea, Coton Road.   

After discussion, the following observations were made:

t was felt that the plans were much more suitable and that the previous comments have been taken into account.  It was decided to reiterate that rendering should be white in keeping with the properties around it and that the brick work should be red.  M Worthington to make sure that response is made by 16th February. 
DA/2012/0058 Two storey side extension.  19 High Street, Ravensthorpe.

There were no observations.
Planning Appeal – Winwick Wind Farm.  The enquiry will commence on 20th – 23rd March, and will then reconvene on  17th – 20th April and 23rd – 26th April. 
7 Finance

7.1 Accounts to be paid

Anglian Water

Allotment Oct – Jan


21.50

Chris Spokes

Felling of damaged Ash tree
              450.00

Village Hall 

Rent Oct and Nov

          __
 28.00
Total






           £499.50


7.2 Balances at Bank
£7,354
8 Correspondence – no other correspondence had been received
9 Councillors report and risk assessments.

9.1 Pocket Park – monthly check- sheet shared. Some petty vandalism needs repairing.
9.2 Allotments – in good order
9.3 Highways – nothing to report 
9.4 Renewable Energy – S.Holt reported that Councillor Chris Miller (Leader – DDC) had attended a meeting of PC representatives and had agreed to seek advice from DDC officers on how such a policy could be taken forward with the planning authority. It is hoped that a significant number of local Parish Councils will be able to adopt the policy.  
Regarding Neighbourhood Plans, it is currently felt that looking to extend Ravensthorpe’s existing Village Design Statement may well be the best way forward.

10 Leaflets and Correspondence – to be circulated

CPRE – Guide to Neighbourhood Planning

Glasdon product catalogue

11 Items for next month’s Agenda

Support for Street Party and commemorative items for villagers.

Increase in minor instances of vandalism in the village – the pocket park and memorial bench in Top Ardles wood have both been damaged, can PC raise awareness?

The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

