
RAVENSTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING Held on 18th July 2012

1.     OPENING PROCEDURES:
1.1   PRESENT: D Herbert, S Holt (Chairman), J Humphrey, J Jones, R Marsh, J Matts, 

        R Spring and 1 member of the public 
1.2   APOLOGIES: S Pasley-Tyler, M Worthington, C Boardman (CC), K Mellin (DC)
1.3   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
   Personal - None
   Personal and Prejudicial - None
2.1   THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING held on Wednesday 20th June 2012 were

        amended to read, 9.2 ‘rot in bench’, they were then agreed and signed as correct by

        the chairman.
3.     MATTERS ARISING
3.1   Speeding on Coton Road and the Causeway - S Holt said that he had met with the

        highways engineers.  ( A proposed plan resulting from this meeting was circulated via

        email).  The proposal is to improve signage to the area to make drivers aware of

        pedestrians near the causeway and the junction at the side of the reservoir.  This was 

        discussed and it

        was agreed that the signs should be moved further away from the junction.  S Holt

        will advise the engineers of this.  30mph signs the council agreed that it would be a

        good idea to move the 30mph signs so they were alongside the village signs.  This is

        subject to Traffic Regulation Orders and funding.  The officers agreed that the

        hedges needed severely cutting back but could do nothing about this as the belonged  

        to Anglia Water.  

3.2   Village Trees - R Spring advised the council that Ian Baverstock was getting so

        frustrated with the Michael Venton (Tree Officer at Daventry) that he did not want to

        continue as tree warden.  It was agreed that after nearly two years of trying a letter

        should be written the the Chief Executive.
4.     PUBLIC TIME
        A parishioner enquired why it has taken so long to switch the lamp back on in the

        High Street.  A councillor said that he was fully responsible for the delay but he had

        contacted the electrician and it will be done around the 4th August. 

5.     BUSINESS
5.1   Neighbourhood Planning - email circulated - R Marsh advised that he attended a

        training in Daventry where it was advised that the older Village Design Statements,

        (Ravensthorpe is one of the oldest) do not carry much weight now.  After discussion it

        was agreed that a new VDS should be produced to include green spaces which the

        village would like to keep and land which could be used for building.  R Marsh said

        that now there is no ‘absolute’ village boundary - so development could occur on the

        very edge of the village.  It was agreed that a similar process as used for the first 

        VDS should be followed.  To gather a group of interested people to produced it

        independently of the parish council.  It was proposed to get a draft proposal ready for

        the next APM.  To discuss in Sept meeting 
5.2   DPI Regulations - these still have not been received from the monitoring officer
5.3   New Code of Conduct - there is now a new code ready for the council to adopt. 

        After the code is adopted councillors have to disclose any pecuniary interests within a

        month - so it was agreed to delay this to the September meeting.
5.4   Cowslips on Village Green - these had been mown down this year.  It was agreed

        that they should be fenced of for a brief period each year - it is hoped to find

        someone who would be interested in doing this.
5.5   Request to plant a rowan tree in the pocket park - the Village Hall Committee has

        requested permission to plant a rowan tree in the pocket park in commemoration of

        the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations.  It was agreed that this could go ahead.
5.5   NCC - Annual Review of the Mobile Library Service - the service for Ravensthorpe

        will continue as before. circulate

5.6   NCC - Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework Partial

        Review. See http:www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Environ/planning
        policy/minerals/Pages/PartialReviewoftheMWDFLocalPlan.aspx  The chairman said

        that he had quickly scanned the documents but could see nothing of note.  D Herbert

        advised the council further, saying that a lot less sand and gravel will be taken out of

        Northamptonshire the limestone extraction will continue at a similar volume.  23rd

        August is dead line for response.  It was thought that Ravensthorpe and surrounding

        areas would not be affected as they are concentrating on the nene valley.

5.7   Local Government Boundary Commission - Electoral Review of  

        Northamptonshire: Draft Recommendations  - this will not have any impact on the

        Uplands area.  It was agreed that no response was necessary.

5.8   DDC - advance notice of draft consultations of:


  DDC Tenancy Strategy


  Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning


  Windfarms - Refresh of the Interim Guidelines

        No further information received

5.9   Overgrown Bench - High Street/Scott Close - S Holt will contact householder
6.     PLANNING  
6.1   PLANNING APPLICATIONS

        DA/2012/0460 single storey rear extension.  8 Scott Close, Ravensthorpe

        No Observations
6.2   PLANNING PERMISSIONS

        DA/2012/0273 Demolition of existing garage and construction of detached double

        garage.  Woodslea, Coton Road, Ravensthorpe

6.3   Amec - Planning Application DA/2010/0400 Winwick Wind Farm
        Planning permission agreed for 5 turbines rather than the 6 asked for

7.     FINANCE
7.1  IT WAS AGREED TO PAY THE FOLLOWING ACCOUNTS

        e.on     

Street Lighting 1/4 July 2012  

463.13

        Village Hall
Rent for Council Meetings April - June
  46.00

        LATE ACCOUNT- Due to no meeting in August it was agreed to pay the following

        e.on

Street Lighting maintenance 

147.83

        TOTAL







656.96

7.2   BALANCES AT BANK 
 £5951
8.     CORRESPONDENCE  - none
8.1   NALC - Training Calendar - circulate
9.     COUNCILLORS REPORTS AND RISK ASSESSMENTS
9.1   Pocket Park - ok accept picnic bench - it was agreed to keep an eye on this.
9.2   Allotments - R spring and M Worthington have carried out the annual review of the

        area.  Concerns were raised regarding the Ash Trees on the perimeter of the

        allotments.  A suggestion of having them assessed was raised.  It was agreed that as

        they all appear healthy they should be looked at in the monthly assessment.  The

        hedge at the gardens of Bettycroft was very overgrown making it difficult for

        pedestrians.  The chairman will talk to householders.

        Monthly report - Elder tree  at far end of allotments near shed needs cutting back - it

        was agreed that this was the responsibility of the allotment holder.
9.3   Highways - hole in road near reservoir - will be attended to
10.   LEAFLETS and CORRESPONDENCE not needing attention
       Clerks and Councils Direct - to circulate

11.    Items for next month’s Agenda
         The next meeting will be held in September


